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Our mission is to improve the recruitment, placement, and retention of culturally competent health professionals 

in rural and underserved communities of Southeast Arizona. 

 

 

Featuring: Health Professional Student Training Opportunities Program 

 For more information contact: Erin Sol, Program Coordinator , esol@seahec.org 

Thank You Partners & Preceptors 
This issue of our quarterly bulletin is dedicated to our partners and preceptors who have helped us provide placement opportunities 

for 98 students this year.  

 

We wish to extend a special thanks to: 

 

 

 

mailto:esol@seahec.org


Demand for Border Health Service Learning Grows 

 

“Imitation is the best form of flattery” and if that is so, the growing 
requests for service learning here in our border communities sure is a 
good sign. Service learning combines activities, reading about context 
and intentional reflection. The idea of “service,” involves engaging 
students in genuine activities of a local organization or agency (as 
compared with a staged learning event or separate assignment.) 
Intentional reflection, which takes place after an activity, a day’s activities 
or two or more, guides students through reflection, at both individual and 
in group settings, pulling together the mixture of new information, new 
thoughts and feelings they had during the process. In this way, learning 
stimulates more questions for future exploration, it doesn’t just involve 
providing lots of facts. Transformation takes place in the most 
unexpected ways and places. In this manner, SEAHEC and partners are 
inspiring future health leaders to open their minds to service in our 
communities 

 

New Inter-professional Immersion for Health Professions 

Students (IPEP) 

 

On July 18-19 SEAHEC partnered with the University of Arizona 
MEZCOPH & COM to help organize a two-day Service Learning 
Immersion for 11 interprofessional students. 

On arrival at SEAHEC, students participated in an Interprofessional 
panel discussion. Panelists included Alfredo Guevara, MD, Sergio 
Enciso, Pharmacist at Mariposa Community Health Center (MCHC), 
Susan Kunz, MPH Chief of Health & Wellness Dept. at MCHC and 
Alicia Sanders, Community Health Worker (MCHC). Students were 

able to ask a series of questions regarding personal history, professional background, and the rewards 
and challenges of working in a rural and border area. After the panel, SEAHEC Executive Director, Gail 
Emrick provided students with an “Overview of Border Health & Immigration: Political & Economic 
Considerations.” Read More. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.seahec.org/new-inter-professional-immersion-for-health-professions-students-ipep/


2014 FRONTERA Border 

 

FRONTERA students were once again in 
Nogales this spring to explore health 
professions opportunities in Southeastern 
Arizona. This year the group included two 
SEAHEC Future Healthcare Leaders Alumni, 
Kimberly Escarcega, and Raymond Larez, of 
Douglas. They were among 10 members from 
the University of Arizona health professions 
student organization, Focusing Research on the Border Area, one of several student groups that 
SEAHEC hosts annually, to provide hands on experience in rural health care. The group was 
accompanied by Alejandra Zapien Hidalgo, Student Recruitment/Retention Specialist for the Office of 
Diversity & Inclusion, University of Arizona College of Medicine. Read more. 

 

Mt. Sinai Students Return 

 

For the sixth year in a row, students from Ichan 
School of Medicine at New York’s Mount Sinai 
University spent their spring break in Arizona to learn 
about rural healthcare. Hosted by SEAHEC, the 
students toured local health facilities in Nogales, met 
with local health professionals, and organized health 
fairs during their stay, after which they visited the 
Tohono O’odham Nation. Read more. 

 

Three Days with SEAHEC in Baja - "Unforgettable"  

 

"I had the great opportunity of volunteering with Flying Samaritans 
in El Rosario, Baja California. On my three-day trip I met amazing 
people, experienced an amazing plane ride and volunteered through 
SEAHEC, in the Flying Sams clinic, providing much-needed health 
education to people with diabetes." Read more. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

 

SEAHEC works with community partners on both sides of the Arizona-
Mexico border to improve health service delivery and provide health 
related education. SEAHEC's ongoing programs provide opportunities for 
health professions students to gain hands on experience in health fields in 
a rural and international setting. Volunteer and Internship opportunities 
offer a chance to give back to your community while learning valuable 

… Read more. 

http://www.seahec.org/2014-frontera-border-tour/
http://www.seahec.org/mt-sinai-students-return/
http://www.seahec.org/mt-sinai-students-return/
http://www.seahec.org/three-days-with-seahec-in-baja-unforgettable/
http://www.seahec.org/three-days-with-seahec-in-baja-unforgettable/
http://www.seahec.org/home/programs/health-professions-students/volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.seahec.org/2014-frontera-border-tour/
http://www.seahec.org/mt-sinai-students-return/
http://www.seahec.org/three-days-with-seahec-in-baja-unforgettable/
http://www.seahec.org/home/programs/health-professions-students/volunteer-opportunities/


 

 

 

GET INVOLVED 

SUPPORT OUR WORK! Your generosity supports our local youth 
to go to college. SEAHEC improves the quality of health services 
through supporting health workforce development in southeast 
Arizona rural and medically underserved communities. We do this 
by -- Growing our own: encouraging young people with rural and 
culturally diverse backgrounds to pursue health careers that can 
benefit their … Read more. 

 

SEAHEC STAFF 

EXECUTIVE 

Gail Emrick, Executive Director, gemrick@seahec.org 

 ADMINISTRATIVE 

Latysha Weime, Executive Assistant for Administration and Finance, lweime@seahec.org  
Aissa Acuna, Receptionist/Office Assistant, aissa@seahec.org 

 FUTURE HEALTH CARE LEADERS 

Tashina Machain, Future HealthCare Leaders (FHL) Program Coordinator, tashina@seahec.org  
Claudia Velasco, Data Specialist and Nogales FHL Program Coordinator, claudia@seahec.org 

 HEALTH PROFESSIONS STUDENT TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES 

Erin Sol, Student Placement Specialist, esol@seahec.org 

 RETENTION OF HEALTH PROFESSIONALS AND QUALITY OF CARE 

Suzanne David, Program Manager/Continuing Education Specialist, sdavid@seahec.org 

 COMMUNITY INITIATIVES 

Kathleen Gilligan, Program Coordinator, kgilligan@seahec.org 
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